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SUBJECT: ESCAP EXECUTIVE SECRETARY VISIT TO HANOI 

ESCAP EXECUTIVE SECRETARY MARAMIS, WITH A STAFF OF 
FIVE, DEPARTED BANGKOK FOR HANOI AT THE INVITATION 
OF THE SRV ON 30 MARCH. THE VISITING ESCAP TEAM 
EXPECT TO EXPLORE POTENTIAL AREAS OF POSSIBLE COOPERA- 
TION BETWEEN VIETNAM AND ESCAP DURING THEIR 10-DAY 
VISIT. AMONG THE SUBJECTS SINGLED OUT FOR DISCUSSION 
WILL BE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT, OFFSHORE OIL PROS- 
PECTING AND THE MEKONG PROJECT. OTHER TOPICS WILL 
COVER VIETNAM'S GENERAL RURAL DEVELOPMENT NEEDS 
AND INCLUDE TRANSPORT AND SHIPPING PROBLEMS. THE 
MEETING WILL ALSO PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE 
VIETNAMESE TO DISCUSS THE FORTHCOMING ANNUAL ESCAP 
PLENARY (20-30 APRIL) AND OBTAIN BACKGROUND INFORMA- 
TION FOR THEIR DELEGATION. (COMMENT: IT WILL BE 
RECALLED THAT MARAMIS VISITED HANOI LAST YEAR WITH 
THE UMBRICHT MISSION UNDER UN AUSPICES. HE HAS 
BEEN VERY KEEN TO DRAW VIETNAM INTO THE ESCAP NET 
AND HAS SUPPORTED THEIR ATTENDANCE IN COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS). THE EMBASSY WILL REPORT THE IMPRESSIONS 
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OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY AND HIS STAFF UPON THEIR 
RETURN SINCE THEY MAY BE GIVEN ACCESS TO OBSERVE 
DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS AND RURAL CONDITIONS WHICH 
HAVE HITHERTO NOT BEEN REPORTED. 
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